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The Royal Scottish Country Dance Society

Peterborough & District Branch

	Honorary President: Maimie Clarkson; Chairman: Amanda Peart; Vice Chairman: James Williams; Membership Secretary: Brenda Parkes; Acting Treasurer: Amanda Baxter; Secretary: Sheila Lewins,
23 Wentworth Drive, Oundle PE8 4QF; sheilalewins@hotmail.co.uk 

Website: www.peterboroughrscds.org.uk
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Burns’ Supper Dance
Huge thanks to everyone who contributed in some way, large or small, to another very successful Burns’ Supper Dance on 25 January 2020.  This event was so popular that we had a waiting list this year and had to disappoint a few people.  Next year’s Burns’ Supper Dance will be held on Saturday 23 January 2021: do please make a note of the date and apply early to secure your place. We shall be appealing for more help with catering in order to be able to include more guests.  Further details later this year.
Visiting Teacher
Another successful evening was held on Tuesday 18 February, when Gill Mouncer was our class teacher.  Step practice was invaluable, especially for our beginners, and different warm-up routines and dances kept us on our toes, with clear instructions and lots of encouragement from Gill. 
Charity 
Our charity collections over the past year (our 2019 Summer Dance Raffle + Christmas collection + our 2020 Burns’ Supper Dance Raffle) have enabled us to donate £320 to The Samaritans in memory of Betty Hay who was a volunteer for the charity for many years.  Thank you so much to everyone for your generosity.  

Branch AGM
This year’s AGM will take place at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 12 May, in St Mark’s Church Hall.  All class members are encouraged to attend.  We shall keep the meeting as brief as possible to allow time for dancing afterwards, and the evening will be free of charge.  

At our AGM, we elect next year’s PRSCDS Committee.  We shall be sorry to lose Ian Arnott and Jean Norris who wish to stand down; Mandy Baxter is currently Acting Treasurer in Ian’s absence and will be proposed as Treasurer for next year.  Amanda Peart and James Williams reach the end of their five-year term as Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively; however, they have indicated their willingness to change roles, with James as Chair and Amanda as Vice Chair, and this will be proposed at the AGM.  

If there is anyone else who would like to join the Committee, then we urge you to let us know as soon as possible; new Committee members means fresh ideas on how the Branch is run, so please do think about it.
AGM papers will be sent out in April, with details of a proposal for increasing our class fees.  If anyone requires printed copies, please let Sheila know in advance of the AGM.
Dates for your Diary
Advanced Class: Thursday 19 March, 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm at Colonel Dane Memorial Hall, Church Street, Alwalton PE7 3UU.  Please sign up in class/let Sheila know if you can attend.
Friday Afternoon Tea Dances: 27 March & 12 June
3 pm – 6 pm, Newborough Village Hall, PE6 7RT; bring your own cup & plate if possible. 
Easter Break: 7 April and 14 April – NO Tuesday class. Happy Easter everyone! 
AGM followed by dancing: Tuesday 12 May, 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm, St Mark’s Hall, PE1 2SN
Sheila’s 65th Birthday Ceilidh/PRSCDS Summer Dance: Saturday 16 May 
3 pm – 7.30 pm, with Ian Slater, Barnwell Village Hall, PE8 5QD (map available from Sheila)
· Please be sure to let Sheila know before 12 April if you will be there.
· There is no entry fee, but contributions to Cancer Research are very welcome

· Approximate timings are:
3 pm Dancing begins; 4.30 pm Break & Drink 






5 pm More Dancing; 6.30 pm Bring & Share Supper

· Please bring a small plate of finger food for sharing.  If bringing items such as cake or quiche it would be helpful if you could please divide into portions in advance 
· Drinks will be provided
· Recyclable cups and plates for individual use will also be provided, so there is no need to bring your own
Last Class of the Season: Tuesday 19 May, 7.30 pm – 10 pm, St Mark’s Hall, PE1 2SN
Dancing from 7.30 pm till 10 pm.  Please bring a small plate of food to share at half-time.

Summer Dancing Tuesdays: 2 June, 16 June, 30 June, 14 July, 28 July
7.30 pm – 9.30 pm, St Mark’s PE1 2SN.  Please sign up in class/let Sheila know your availability for these dates (before end of April) as this will determine the nature of the Summer Sessions.
RSCDS Annual Subscriptions due: 1 July   More details in a future email.
***************************
Dances of the Month
We hope you are enjoying our dances of the month.  In January we had The Gentleman, in February J.B. Milne; our March dance will be Nottingham Lace and for April/May we have Vintage Simon.  
If we know a dancer has a special birthday (with a zero at the end) coming up, then that dancer will be asked to choose the dance of the month.  For the months when there are no such special birthdays, there will be a lucky dip of Tuesday class dancers’ names at the AGM, to include only those dancers who have not had a chance to choose a dance within the past two years.  
Reducing our Use of Plastic
It was agreed at our last Committee Meeting that dancers should be encouraged to bring their own cup (& plate when needed) to classes, tea dances and other events in order to reduce the amount of plastic we use.  But please don’t worry if you forget, as we will always have a supply of spares!  And there will be exceptions e.g. the Ceilidh on 16 May when you are asked NOT to bring your own.
Our Website
Please be aware that there is a Peterborough SCD Society (RSCDS Branch) in Ontario, Canada and this may well appear if you are searching online.  Make sure you are looking at the Peterborough & District RSCDS UK website: www.peterboroughrscds.org.uk for information about local SCD activities.
