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Classes
We hope you have enjoyed our Tuesday classes so far this season.  We had three four-couple sets dancing Culla Bay on the first Tuesday in November: it was great to see so many at class, and to have complete sets.  Unfortunately, the latter does not happen every week, and we ask for your patience if you do end up having to sit out for a dance.

Our last Tuesday class before Christmas will be Tuesday 13 December, which will be a Social Dance: please bring along a small plate of food to share at the interval.  If you would like to donate to charity instead of/as well as exchanging Christmas cards, there will be a collection box for our chosen charity for 2011/12: the National Osteoporosis Society.  Please do read the leaflet you have been given which tells you more about osteoporosis: Almost one in two women and one in five men over the age of 50 will break a bone, mainly due to osteoporosis.  The NOS is an independent charity, dedicated to helping with prevention, diagnosis and treatment for those with fragile bones; please give what you can, as many of us may benefit from the help which the NOS can give. (The good news is that Scottish Country Dancing, and the pas de basque step in particular, is considered to be good exercise for strengthening our bones!)
There will be a two-week break over Christmas, with classes re-commencing on Tuesday 3 January.
Advanced Classes
Advanced Classes will begin again on Thursday 19 January, and we hope that as many advanced dancers will turn up as possible.  James coped extremely well with having only five people at class in October, but obviously it makes things easier for all concerned if we can aim to have at least eight for a full set.
Demonstrations

Our grateful thanks go to Hazel for her hard work in preparing a demonstration team (from Peterborough & Huntingdon Branches) for the Royal British Legion 90th Anniversary Band Tattoo held on 25 September: this was enjoyed by all who participated and we had our biggest audience ever.  On 17 November a team from our class danced at St John the Baptist Church in Peterborough as part of the RSCDS Dance Scottish campaign to promote Scottish Country Dancing, and the team is being kept on their toes by being asked to dance again on 8 December, this time at Park Road Baptist Church Seniors’ Lunch.  Thank you, Maimie, for preparing us so well, and to the rest of the class for their patience during the necessary practice sessions for these events.

Dances

On 15 October we celebrated our Thirtieth Anniversary in style: I’m sure everyone would wish to thank Amanda for the lovely cake she made, the special dance tickets and the balloons, and to thank also the rest of the Committee for all the hard work involved in organising the evening.

Our next dance is on Saturday 14 January and we do hope to see you all there, especially as we shall be dancing to the rousing music of Ian Slater.  Crib-sheets are available at Tuesday class and tickets will be on sale at the door.  Proceeds from the raffle will go to the National Osteoporosis Society.  Donations of raffle prizes to Sheila please.
Did you know?
RSCDS AGM: Chris and Elizabeth represented the Peterborough Branch at the RSCDS AGM in Glasgow at the beginning of November and report as follows: a)The RSCDS hopes to soon have promotional aids with a health theme; b) A Ninetieth Anniversary book is to be produced in 2013;
c) Dance books 19-24 are being revised and updated using standard terminology; d) Subscriptions remain unchanged; e) Youth Committee trying to re-introduce Scottish Country dancing into Scottish schools; f) Branch membership has fallen by around 900, but this loss has been offset by profit made at Summer School; g) RSCDS is currently in a good state financially.  If you wish to find out more, then there is a copy of the RSCDS Annual Review booklet available for you to borrow: just ask Sheila.
Branch Library: ‘Reel Scottish Dancing’ on DVD shows how the steps and formations should be danced and is highly recommended: available on loan (£1 for 2 weeks) from Sheila.  All other Branch Library items (as listed in Class Folder) are available from John.
Committee: James has been co-opted, in his role as Advanced Class teacher, to the Peterborough & District Branch Committee, as it was felt that he plays an invaluable part in the running of our classes.

‘The Reel’: This is the RSCDS London Branch magazine, and as subscribers, the Branch receives a copy of this quarterly publication.  If you are keen to know more about the activities and views of London Branch dancers and wish to be added to the magazine circulation list, please let Sheila know.
Dates for your 2012 Diary
· Saturday 14 January, 7.30 – 11 pm: Peterborough &  District RSCDS Dance (Ian Slater) at 

St John’s Church Hall.  
· Tuesday Classes, 8 – 10 pm:

3, 10, 17, 24, 31 January; 7, 14, 21, 28 February; 6, 13, 20, 27 March; 
(Easter Break: No dancing on 3 and 10 April)

17, 24 April; 1, 8, 15 (AGM), 22 May
· Thursday Advanced Classes, 8 – 10 pm:

19 January; 16 February (this date to be confirmed nearer the time); 

15 March, 19 April; 17 May

· Tuesday Summer Socials, 8 – 10 pm: 19 June; 17 July; 21 August 2012
· Dates and programmes for dances organised by other branches, together with information on dancing holidays, can be found in the Class Folder, so please do check this regularly, and if you would like a copy of a particular programme, please ask Sheila.
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